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TAGS: PFOR, SY, LE, US 

SUBJECT: PRESS REPORTS ABOUT INTERVENTION IN LEBANON 

1 . PLEASE CONVEY FOLLOWING TO PRESIDENCY. 

2. TODAY'S PRESS CARRIES STORIES LINKING RABIN S COMMENTS 
YESTERDAY THAT THERE IS A "RED LINE" IN LEBANON THAT 
SYRIA CANNOT CROSS WITHOUT RISKING ISRAELI MILITARY INTER- 
VENTION, WITH MY RESPONSES TO PRESS QUERIES ABOUT LEBANESE 
SITUATION FOLLOWING MY HILL APPEARANCE YESTERDAY IN WHICH 

1 EXPRESSED OPINION THAT SYRIA WAS GETTING CLOSE TO THE 
BORDER LINE WHICH WOULD BRING ISRAELI INTERVENTION. 
WASHINGTON POST JUXTAPOSES THESE TWO REPORTS UNDER JOINT 
COMMON HEADLINE THAT "KISSINGER, RABIN, CAUTION SYRIA ON 
LEBANON ACTION." 

3. SUCH PRESS TREATMENT IS BOTH MISLEADING AND IRRESPONSIBLE 
THERE WAS NO LINKAGE OR COORDINATION BETWEEN THE TWO 
STORIES AND THEIR APPEARANCE ON SAME DAY WAS TOTALLY 
COINCIDENTAL. 

4. I ISSUED NO REPEAT NO STATEMENT ABOUT LEBANESE SITUA- 
TION. I WAS ASKED 0Y SENATORS AT AN APPEARANCE 

BEFORE SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE ABOUT REPORTS OF 
SYRIAN INTERVENTION IN LEBANON. IN RESPONDING, I SOUGHT 
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TIME - NAMELY. THAT MILITARY INTERVENTION IN LEBANON 
RISKS GENERATING COUNTER-INTERVENTION. I ALSO MADE 
POINT DURING SENATE HEARING, AGAIN IN RESPONSE TO 
QUESTIONS, THAT I CONSIDERED THE OVERALL SITUATION HAD 
IMPROVED IN PAST FEW WEEKS. KISSINGER 
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